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ART Board Meeting Minutes 
 
15 December 2023  

ART Board members: J. Verdieck, W. Bumpers, L. Ruiz, R. F. Adjei, P. D. Sherpa, P. Umunay, C. Voigt 

Absent: C. Nobre 

ART Secretariat: M. Grady, C. Magerkurth, F. Paniagua, L. Madrid, A. Takimoto, P. Piffer 

The ART Board meeting was dedicated to reviewing the Validation Process for Guyana for the 2021-2025 
Crediting Period and Verification Process for 2021; answering questions; and voting on issuance of 
TREES Credits. 
 
Prior to the official meeting, the ART Secretariat held an unofficial meeting with available Board 
members in Dubai (COP28) as well as held calls and numerous emails answering questions and providing 
additional information to individual Board members upon request. 
 
1. Introduction  

INFORMATION 

The Board Chair provided opening remarks to the ART Board members and outlined the Board’s role as 
stated in TREES 2.0. 

DISCUSSION: 

• The Board discussed its role in the process of issuing TREES Credits. 

ACTION ITEM: 

• None 

2. Meeting Overview 

INFORMATION 

Ahead of the 15 December meeting, the ART Secretariat provided the ART Board members with the 
following information related to the Guyana validation and verification process: 

1. Summary of the validation and verification process, documents and statements  
2. TREES Registration Document 
3. TREES Monitoring Report 
4. Validation Report 
5. Verification Report 
6. Copies of all public comments received 

At the 15 December meeting, the Secretariat presented the Board with an overview on the following 
topics: 
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1. TREES Validation and Verification Process and its application to the second crediting period of 
Guyana’s REDD+ program 

2. Validation and Verification Body qualifications and information regarding the Validation and 
Verification Body selected by Guyana 

3. Summary of VVB findings and resolutions 
4. Summary of the public comments received and how public comments were incorporated into 

the validation and verification process 

DISCUSSION:  

1. The ART Secretariat provided background for discussion on the following topics: 
a. Indigenous representation, listing groups within Guyana 
b. Village Sustainability Plans 
c. How public comments were addressed  

2. Members of the Board asked questions about benefit sharing agreements, the VVB’s process, 
and how the concerns from public comments were addressed by the process. 

3. The ART Secretariat answered questions regarding the VVB’s findings and resolutions regarding 
Guyana’s submission.  

4. Members of the Board discussed at length the public comments received, especially the concerns 
raised by APA, and reviewed how these were incorporated into the validation and verification 
process and assessed.  

Given the number of questions remaining at the end of the first meeting and the significance of the 
outstanding discussions, the Board elected to not take a vote at the end of the 15 December 2023 
meeting. Instead, the Board determined that individual members would request 1-1 meetings with the 
ART Secretariat to ensure that all the questions could be fully addressed prior to voting. 

The Board agreed to submit votes via email by 21 December 2023 regarding issuance of TREES Credits for 
2021.  

DECISIONS AND ACTION ITEMS: 

15 December 2023 

DECISION: The ART Board decided to hold a vote via email by 21 December 2023 regarding the issuance 
of TREES Credits for Guyana’s REDD+ program for the first year (2021) of the 2021-2025 crediting period.  

ACTION ITEM: Members of the Board will request 1-1 meetings with the ART Secretariat as needed for 
further clarifications related to the validation and verification process. The ART Secretariat will be 
available for 1-1 meetings with Board members to provide information regarding materials presented. 
Email will also be used to provide additional information. 

21 December 2023 

DECISION: With quorum and by unanimous consensus of all Board members via emails sent to the ART 
Secretariat by 21 December 2023, the ART Board voted to approve the issuance of TREES Credits for 
Guyana’s REDD+ program for 2021, the first year of the 2021-2025 crediting period.  

 


